CONSTITUTION OF A

NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

ARTICLE 1. 

NAME

1. Under the terms of the Olympic Charter, there is hereby established a body called the National Olympic Committee of ________________ hereinafter referred to as “_________”

2. The ________ shall have jurisdiction over all of the territory of the ________ and shall have its headquarters located within the boundaries of the capital city, Honiara.

3. The ________ shall be registered as a Charitable Organisation under the provisions of the Charitable Trusts Act and shall have a perpetual legal status.

4. The ________ undertakes to respect the provisions of the Olympic Charter and the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code and to abide by the decisions of the IOC. It undertakes to participate in actions to promote peace and to promote women in sport. We also undertake to support and encourage the promotion of sports ethics, to fight against doping and to demonstrate a responsible concern for environmental issues.

ARTICLE 2.

MISSION
The Mission of ________ is to develop and protect the Olympic Movement in the ________, in accordance with the Olympic Charter. In order to fulfill this mission, ________ may cooperate with national and provincial governmental bodies and non-governmental organisations. However ________ must never associate itself with any activity which would be in contradiction with the Olympic Charter.
ARTICLE 3.

DEFINITIONS
Unless the contrary intention appears from the context:

“ANOC”
means the Association of National Olympic Committees.

“Administration” 
means the Administration of the Association duly appointed in accordance with the Constitution.

“Constitution”
means this Constitution of the National Olympic Committee of the ________ (________) as amended from time to time in the manner prescribed herein.

“Delegate”
means the Delegate of a member being a National Federation or other recognised affiliated sports association and appointed by such member to represent it at meetings of the ________.

“Electronic Mail”
means facsimile or other means of electronic transmission of data approved from time to time by the Executive.

“Executive”
means the Executive of the Association duly appointed in accordance with the Constitution.

“IFs”
means the international governing body of a sporting code, recognised by the IOC.

“IOC”
means the International Olympic Committee.

“IOC Members”
means the members of the IOC who are domiciled in or have their main centre of interests in a country within the ________. 

“Member”
means the recognised organisations and IOC Members who are members of the ________ pursuant to clause 5(a).

“NFs”
shall mean National Sports Federations, duly recognised by their respective IFs as recognised by the IOC.

“NOC”
means a National Olympic Committee.

“Oceania”
means the geographic region embracing the area covered by the States in the Pacific as recognised from time to time by the IOC.

“Olympic Games”
shall mean the Games of the Olympiad and/or the Olympic Winter Games.

“ONOC”
means the Association of Oceania National Olympic Committees.

Where reference is made to a specific rule or By Law to a Rule of the Olympic Charter, such reference is to the version of the Olympic Charter, in force as from 11 September 2000.
ARTICLE 4.

OBJECTS
The objects of the ________ are:

(a) To promote the Olympic Movement and its ideals primarily in the ________ and elsewhere.

(b) To encourage and assist the promotion of sport as a tool for the development of the ________, by providing opportunities for the advancement of our youth.

(c) To make representations of national significance to the IOC, ANOC, ONOC and to persons or Committees organising the Olympic Games.

(d) To promote the development of all sports throughout the ________.

(e) To nominate national representatives for all commissions and international bodies, requiring representation by the ________.

(f) To observe and enforce the rules as laid down by the Olympic Charter, the Commonwealth Games Federation and the South Pacific Games Council.

(g) To facilitate the organisation and preparation of teams representing the ________ at all multi sport Games, including the Olympic Games, the Commonwealth Games and the South Pacific Games and Mini South Pacific Games.

(h) To undertake, in collaboration with the National Sports Council and Government agencies, the organisation of such Games when they are held in the ________, including the ________ National Games.

(i) To represent the interests of sport to Government with respect to funding for development of facilities, sporting activities, physical education programs and the formulation of a national sports policy.

(j) To engage in any revenue earning projects the sole object of which is to enable the ________ to carry out its objectives and obligations.

(k) To safeguard the autonomy of sport and resist all pressures whether political, religious or economic that may prevent the ________ from complying with the Olympic Charter.

(l) To commit itself to taking action against any form of violence or discrimination in sport.

(m) To fight against the use of substances and procedures prohibited by the IOC or the IFs and in this regard, to ensure the observance of the IOC Medical Code which covers all persons and competitions under the jurisdiction of the ________ without exception.

(n) To cooperate and collaborate with government or non-government bodies in order to fulfil its objectives.

These objectives shall be approached in conformity with the Olympic Charter and in the spirit of co-operation with the IOC, ANOC, ONOC other NOC regional organisations, international and, in particular, Oceanic sports federations and international bodies concerned with sport and physical education.

Article 5

RIGHTS

The ________:

a) has the exclusive powers for the representation of the ________ at the Olympic Games, and the regional, continental or world multi-sport competitions patronised by the IOC. These include:

i. The Commonwealth Games

ii. The South Pacific Games

iii. The Mini South Pacific Games

iv. The Melanesian Games;

b) constitutes, organises and leads its delegation at the Olympic Games and at the regional, continental or world multi sports competitions patronised by the IOC. It decides upon entry of athletes proposed by its respective NFs, in accordance with the Olympic Charter. Moreover ________ is responsible for the behaviour of the members of its delegations;

c) may develop and organise a national multi-sport competition under the patronage of the IOC, with exclusive rights to its marketing through the use of the ________ Logo;

d) has the authority to designate the city which may apply to organise the Olympic Games, and the regional, continental or world multi-sport competitions patronised by the IOC, in the ________;

e) may give its opinions concerning the candidatures for the organisation of the Olympic Games and may vote to select the organising country hosting a Commonwealth Games, South Pacific Games, or Mini South Pacific Games;

f) participates in congresses and meetings of the ONOC, the Commonwealth Games Federation, the South Pacific Games Council and any other international meetings and forums to which it is invited;

g) regularly organises an annual Olympic Day or Week event intended to promote the Olympic Movement;

h) endeavour to include in its activities the promotion of culture and the arts in the fields of sport and Olympism and

i) take an active part in the programs of Olympic Solidarity.

Article 6

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the ________ shall be restricted to:

a) a national sport federation (NF) or association governing a given sport recognised by the IOC, but not necessarily on the Summer Olympic Program, that is affiliated to its IF.  These NFs must exercise a specific and real sports activity in the ________ and internationally in particular by organising and participating in regular and frequent competitions and implementing training programs for athletes. The ________ will not recognise more than one NF for each sport governed by an IF.  Furthermore, such National Federations or the representatives chosen by them must constitute the voting majority of ________ and of the Executive Board;

b) Those NFs not duly affiliated to their respective IFs will be recognised as ‘associate members’ without voting rights at the General Assembly.

c) members of the IOC who reside in  ________;

d) active athletes or retired athletes having taken part in the Olympic Games; however, the latter must retire from their posts at the latest by the end of the third Olympiad after the last Olympic Games in which they took part. Such representatives are duly elected to represent the body of Olympians or former Olympians residing in the Country.

Membership of the ________ shall cease:

a) if the NF concerned continues to be in arrears of its membership its membership fees after two written notices have been presented;

b) if the NF concerned ceases to be active;

c) if the NF concerned is not in good standing with its respective IF;

d) for a breach of any of the provisions of this constitution or any rules and regulations made under it;

e) for a misconduct either locally or overseas that brings either the sport or the ________ into disrepute and a vote to that effect is carried by the Executive Board subject to any revision to such a decision by the General Assembly.

The Executive Board shall have power to impose any period for the expulsion of a member subject to any revision by the General Assembly.

Article 7

ORGANISATION

________ shall be composed of:

a) the General Assembly;

b) the Executive Board;

c) the General Headquarters

Article 8

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The General Assembly shall be the highest organ within the ________.

It is composed of all members referred in Article 5 above and shall meet in ordinary session at least once a year in order to:

a) hear the President’s report;

b) examine and approve the report on the Executive Board presented by the Secretary General;

c) hear the reports from the various Vice Presidents of activities assigned under their respective portfolio;

d) examine and approve the audited accounts of the previous financial year;

e) approve a budget for the following year;

f) in general decide on all items on its agenda; and

g) each member NF/Provincial Council shall be entitled to be represented by two delegates, each of whom shall have one vote;

h) each IOC Member shall be entitled to one vote;

i) in the General Assembly convened in a year following the Games of an Olympiad the members shall elect a President, and the remaining six Vice Presidents of the Executive Board.  It shall also appoint a Secretary General, an Auditor and where appropriate representatives of the Association for International Commissions, Committees and Conferences. The Secretary General, shall be a professional position, appointed under contract for a four year period to cover the term of the incumbent Executive Board.

The General Assembly shall be chaired by the President or, in his absence, the Vice President with the most senior portfolio.

The quorum for a General Assembly of the Association shall consist of, at least, fifty-one per cent (51%) of Members.

An item not on the agenda shall not be discussed or submitted to a vote, unless two thirds of the total of Delegates and IOC Members present agree.

Any motion submitted to the General Assembly shall only be carried if approved by two thirds of the persons present and entitled to vote.

The appointment of a Secretary General or the renewal of the incumbent’s contract for a further term is subject to the approval of the General Assembly, following the recommendation of the Executive Board.

Article 9

Extraordinary General Meetings of the Association shall be convened by the Secretary-General when the latter is so directed by the Executive Board or upon written request of not less than fifty (50%) per cent of members.

Article 10

Notice of all meetings of the General Assembly shall be given by the President by radio, printed media and any other suitable means, no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting.

Article 11
The management and control of the affairs of the ________ shall be vested in the General Assembly of members.  Between such meetings, the routine administration of the Association shall be carried out by the ________ Headquarters in consultation with the ________ Executive Board.

Article 12

Subject to this Constitution, the ________ shall have full power, jurisdiction and authority to do all things necessary to carry out the business, affairs and objects of the ________.

Article 13
.

VOTING AT GENERAL ASSEMBLIES OF THE ASSOCIATION

Each Delegate, IOC Member and member of the Executive Board present at a General Assembly of the ________ shall be entitled to vote on every motion or amendment thereof.  In addition to his deliberative vote, the Chairman of the meeting shall have, in the event of an equality of votes, a casting vote.

In electing the President, Senior Vice President, and the remaining five members of the Executive Board, the only persons who shall be entitled to vote shall be each Delegate and each IOC member present at the meeting.

Voting for elections shall be by secret ballot.  Each person entitled to vote shall write on the ballot paper the name of the candidate of his choice.  If there only two (2) candidates, then the candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected.  If there are three (3) or more candidates, then the procedure for election shall be as follows:

a) After any ballot a candidate who receives more than 50% of the votes of those present and entitled to vote shall be declared elected;

b) Failing receipt of more than 50% of the votes, then the candidate with the least number of votes shall be eliminated.  This procedure shall continue until only two (2) candidates remain and the election shall then be decided by a simple majority. 

Where, but for this sub-clause, any person would be entitled to more than one vote (save for the casting vote of the Chairman) by virtue of fulfilling more than one criteria then such person shall only be entitled to one vote on any motion or amendment thereof.

In all other cases, voting shall be by show of hands unless otherwise requested by at least fifty percent of the members present and eligible to vote.  A resolution shall be considered adopted if a simple majority of the persons entitled to vote and present at the meeting vote in favour.

When dealing with questions relating to the Olympic Games, only the votes cast by the Executive Board and by the NFs affiliated to the IFs governing sports included in the program of the Olympic Games are taken into consideration. Other members may however contribute freely in discussion.

Article 14

MAIL VOTES

Subject to this Constitution, a resolution shall be submitted to a mail vote when directed by the Executive Board where it determines that this is appropriate given the expediency of a mail vote and the urgency of the matter in question.

Such mail vote shall be in accordance with the following procedure:

1. The Secretary-General shall, upon receipt of the directive as aforesaid, forthwith dispatch a copy of the resolution to each Member and each Delegate.

2. Such dispatch shall, at the decision of the President, be either by post or by electronic mail and shall be accompanied by a notice stating the date upon which the voting shall close and whether the voting is by post or electronic mail.

3. The dispatch of the resolution and notice shall be deemed to have been received by each Member and voting person in the case of:

a) postal votes – within fifty (50) days; and

b) electronic mail – within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the resolution and notice or unless otherwise advised.

c) Upon the close of voting, the Secretary-General shall forthwith examine the votes as received by him and forthwith convey by mail to each member the result of the voting so received by him.

d) In the event of an equal number of votes for and against being recorded, the resolution shall be deemed not to be carried.

e) A vote upon any resolution so taken by post shall be as valid and binding in all respects as if the same had been taken in due manner at a duly convened meeting of the Association and shall be recorded in the Minutes.

Article 15

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Executive Board of the Association shall consist of the President, Secretary-General, IOC Members who are resident in the ________ and six Vice Presidents with portfolio, elected by the Annual General Assembly. The Chairman of the National Sports Council will sit on the Executive Board of the ________, ex-officio.

The Executive Board so elected must also be executive members or officers of their NF or Provincial Council and shall hold office until the next regular period of the election. If such Executive Board members cease to be Executive members or officers of their NF/Provincial Council, they shall cease to be a member of the Executive Board of the ________.

The quorum for meetings of the Executive Board shall be five, including at least two of the President, Vice President, Solidarity or Secretary General. The Executive Board shall:

a) deal with such matters as are delegated by General Assembly or mail vote; and

b) within one month of taking action in compliance with the preceding paragraph, inform each member of the action taken.

c) The Executive Board shall hold office for a period of four (4) years and may serve in any one particular office for no more than two (2) consecutive terms.

A meeting of the Executive Board shall be convened at least six times a year at the direction of the President or the Secretary-General, or if requested by at least fifty percent (50%) of the Members;

Any Executive Board Members who miss three consecutive scheduled meetings in a row for any reason will lose their place on the Executive Board. Members who fail to attend two consecutive meetings without apology shall likewise be suspended from the Executive Board;

An official who is elected to replace one who has resigned, passed away or been expelled, shall hold office only for the balance of the term of office of his predecessor;

An official may resign at any time in writing to the Secretary General who shall notify the President and arrange for a replacement;

An official may be expelled from the Executive Board if he is sentenced for a felony or acted in a manner likely to or has brought embarrassment to the ________. An official may be expelled only if it supported by a simple majority of the Executive Board or by a simple majority of a special general assembly convened specifically for this purpose.

Election of members of the Executive Board should take place within 1 month of the fourth anniversary of the last election or whenever a vacancy arises. This election should take place after the appointment of the Secretary General and at a special meeting of the General Assembly expressly convened for that purpose. 

Article 16

________ OFFICIALS
PRESIDENT
The President, if present, shall preside over each meeting of the Association and the Executive Board. The President shall act on behalf of the ________ at congresses, meetings or discussions either within the ________ or internationally, on all matters pertaining to the business of the ________.

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
The Vice President Solidarity shall generally represent the President, when required, and shall preside at any meeting in the absence of the President.

SECRETARY-GENERAL
The Secretary-General shall:

a) receive all correspondence of the Association;

b) cause to be kept a minute book in which the minutes of each meeting of the Association and the Executive Board  shall be recorded and which shall be available for perusal by an authorised representative of a Member at a reasonable time at its request;

c) send minutes of all meeting to each Member as soon as practicable, but within ninety (30) days after the meeting to which they relate;

d) send to the ONOC reports of all General Assemblies which shall contain details of all resolutions taken, particularly those which relate to or have any bearing on the Olympic Charter;

e) carry out the decisions of the General Assembly and the Executive Board and be responsible for the day to day administration of the affairs of the ________;

f) receive all fees and money due to the ________ and attend to the payment of accounts due;

g) cause to be kept accurate and proper books of accounts of the ________; and prepare and present to the general Assembly a final audited balance sheet and a report of financial management;

h) oversee the ________ Headquarters operations and supervise employees of the ________;

i) oversee the development and implementation of the ________ four year development plan;

j) supervise the tasks assigned to the various Vice Presidents and assist them to meet their deadlines.

VICE PRESIDENT – FINANCE

The Vice President – Finance shall:

a) be responsible for developing and implementing strategies for raising funds and seeking sources of income for all of the activities of the ________;

b) liaise with government and the NSC on all matters concerning funding for sport and recreation;

c) in consultation with the Secretary General, oversee the financial activities of the ________;

d) be one of the signatories on all cheque accounts held for the ________ and for its special projects such as the South Pacific Games;

e) report to the Executive Board on all financial matters;

f) liaise with and ensure that annual audited accounts are presented to the AGM and for all Programs conducted by the ________.

VICE PRESIDENT – PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Vice President – Provincial Development shall:

a) be responsible for developing and implementing strategies for the development of sport in the Provincial areas;

b) assist in the organisation and development of the ________ Games;

c) in consultation with the ________ office and the Vice President – Solidarity, develop an ongoing strategy for providing sports development opportunities in the outer islands;

d) liaise with government on all matters concerned with providing opportunities for outer islands communities to take part in sport and quality recreational activities.

VICE PRESIDENT – INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

The Vice President – International Events shall:

a) be responsible for overseeing the establishment and preparation of ________ teams to international multi-event competitions patronised by the IOC;

b) establish guidelines for selection of athletes and officials for the approval of the Executive Board;

c) liaise with the Secretary General and Vice President – Finance on all logistical matters concerned with preparation and travel of the teams;

d) oversee the appointment of the team management.

VICE PRESIDENT – SOLIDARITY PROGRAMS

The Vice President – Solidarity Programs shall:

a) be responsible for developing and implementing strategies for IOC funded ________ Olympic Solidarity program;

b) report to the Executive Board, with the Secretary General on all aspects of the Solidarity program;

c) facilitate and assist SDOs in the carrying out of Solidarity funded activities;

d) liaise with the Vice President – Finance and the Secretary General to ensure that the funds are fully accounted for and that additional funds are found from other sources to assist in the implementation of development initiatives.

VICE PRESIDENT – ________ GAMES

The Vice President – ________ Games shall:

a) be responsible for developing and implementing strategies for the establishment of the ________ Games;

b) establish a fundamental philosophy for the Games and clearly define their purpose in the overall development of the ________;

c) liaise with Provincial Councils and NFs to determine the best and most appropriate format for the Games;

d) work closely with the Executive Board and the staff of the ________ to put together a viable Games structure;

e) chair the organising committee;

f) make regular reports to the Executive Board  and the General Assembly on progress and outcomes towards the ________ Games.

In addition, each member of the Executive Board will be allocated a number of member NFs and will be responsible for reporting to the Executive Board on a regular basis on their activities and progress.

Article 17
The Administration of the Association will comprise the Secretary General and full time appointed staff of the ________ Headquarters who will act between meetings of the Executive Board.

Article 18

Any member of the Executive Board or any person representing the Association or any other body, may be removed from office at a General Assembly by a vote of a majority of two thirds of the persons present and entitled to vote and provided at least ninety days notice of such intention to move the removal of such person or persons has been given to each Member.

Any vacancy occurring in the Executive Board or in the representation of the Association for international commissions, committees and conferences through resignation, death, removal from office or other cause, shall be filled by the Executive Board and any person so appointed shall hold office until the next General meeting of the Association at which time there shall be an election for the office concerned or until removed pursuant to this clause.

If necessary, the Executive Board may between General Meetings make any appointments to represent the Association at international commissions, committees and conferences and any such appointment shall be until the week of the General Assembly of the Association at which time there will be an election for the appointment concerned.

Copies of the minutes of the meetings at which election or replacement of members have taken place, certified as true copies by the President and Secretary General, shall be sent to the ONOC.

Article 19

FINANCIAL MATTERS

The ________ shall seek sources of funding that will enable it to maintain its autonomy in all respects. The collection of funds must, however, be accomplished in accordance with the Olympic Charter and in such a manner that the dignity and independence of the ________ are not harmed.

The income of the ________ shall be derived from:

a) membership subscriptions if these are introduced by the General Assembly;

b) subsidies from government, public entities and other bodies;

c) subsidies from the IOC Olympic Solidarity and other subsidies from the IOC which shall appear distinctly in the accounts of the financial year;

d) gifts and bequests that the General Assembly may accept;

e) marketing revenues;

f) proceeds from stamp issues and the publication and sale of printed material;

g) fees for services rendered; and/or

h) other sources.

The Executive Board is responsible for ensuring that:

a) proper accounts of all receipts and expenditures are kept and that they are audited once a year by an auditor approved by the General Assembly;

b) a proper inventory of its property and assets is kept and updated regularly;

c) monies for specific purposes such as for Olympic Solidarity course funds are only spent on such purposes including incidental expenditures;

d) accurate records and accounts are forwarded onto to the appropriate agencies as soon as practically possible;

e) monies due to the ________ for services rendered or hire of its property are collected when they are due.

The Executive Board shall also be responsible for the preparation of annual budgets taking into account any decision made on expenditure proposals by the General Assembly and/or by itself previously and have them presented for debate and approval by the Annual General Assembly.

The financial year for the ________ shall be the twelve (12) months ending on 31 December. Audited accounts must be ready for presentation to the ONOC by no later than one month after the completion of the financial year.

Signatories on all cheque accounts under the control of the ________ must include the Secretary General, the Vice President – Finance and one other person delegated by the Executive Board as being responsible for the overseeing of a specific project for which an account has been established.

Article 20

FLAG, EMBLEM AND ANTHEM

The ________ may have its own emblem, flag and anthem. The emblem, flag and the anthem adopted by the ________ for use in relation to its activities including the Olympic Games, must be submitted to the IOC for approval.

New logos may only be used after they have been approved by the General Assembly and the IOC Executive Board.

The ________ must take steps to protect the Olympic marks of the IOC and those of the ________ within the boundaries of the ________ as set forth in further detail within the Olympic Charter.

Article 21

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
An addition to, an amendment of or a rescission wholly or in part of the Constitution may be made only at a General Assembly by resolution:

(a) of which ninety (90) days notice in writing has been given to the Secretary General;

(b) of which a copy of such notices being forwarded to each member within fourteen (14) days of its receipt by the Secretary General; and

(c) which has been passed by a majority of two thirds of the delegates present.

Amendments to the Constitution, certified as true copies by the President and the Secretary General, shall be communicated to the IOC with a request for approval.

Any part of this Constitution, or any decision of the Association or the Executive Board, which is inconsistent with the Olympic Charter, shall be invalid.

Article 22

EXPULSION OF IOC MEMBERS

Where an IOC Member is expelled from membership of the IOC, the person is ineligible to act as a Delegate, to hold any position on, is employed by or to receive funding from the ________.

Article 22

GOVERNING LAW/ARBITRATION

These Statutes shall at all times, be in accordance with the Olympic Charter and refer expressly to the latter.

Should there be any doubt concerning the implication or interpretation of these statutes, or omissions or discrepancies between it and the provisions of the Olympic Charter, the latter shall prevail.

Passed and adopted by the General Assembly of the ________ at its meeting in Honiara dated _________________________

PRESIDENT______________________________________

SECRETARY GENERAL_______________________________

These statutes were approved by the IOC on ______ upon completion of the formalities as laid down in the Olympic Charter.

________ CONSTITUTION amendments

8  March 2001
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