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OCEANIA SWIMMING ASSOCIATION CONGRESS
Apia, Samoa 26 June 2010 Millennia Hotel commencing at 1300 hours

1. ATTENDANCE

President Dennis Miller occupied the Chair

Neil Martin Honorary Secretary

Liz Wells Honorary Treasurer

Murray Coulter Executive Member

Bill Sakovich Executive Member

Bill Sakovich (by proxy) ASA Delegate

Dave Urquhart AUS Delegate Member FINA Coaches Commission
Lawrie Cox AUS Delegate

Lisa Iro COK Delegate

Willie Elaisi FIJ Delegate

Alison Browne FIJ Delegate

Pepe La Flamme GUM Delegate

Jeni Shimizu GUM Delegate

Victor Wales HWI Delegate

Bill Sakovich (by proxy) MIL Delegate

Patricia Honore NCL Delegate

Simone Douvier NCL Delegate

Sue Edwards NZL Delegate Member FINA Technical Synchronised Swimming Committee
Ron Clarke NZL Delegate

Tina Shima PLW Delegate

Maria Gibbons PLW Delegate

Ryan Pini PNG Delegate

Kerrie Punivalu SAM Delegate

Karen Nelson SAM Delegate

Michael O’Shannessy TGA Delegate

OBSERVERS

Don Blew AUS Vice Chairman FINA Technical Swimming Committee
Esther Malani FIJ

Brian Hosford AUS

Damian Van de Berg AUS

Gary Shepherdson AUS

Wendy Krause SAM

Suzie Schuster SAM

Judith Smith AUS

Janice Smith AUS

Don Alchin AUS

Dianne Farmer NZL

Kaye Bolger AUS

Gloris Wiegemann AUS

Dorothy Harris AUS

Graham Seagull NZL

Sunny Bidner AUS 
Matt Dunn AUS Member FINA Athletes Commission
Bill Ford AUS

Val Fenben AUS

John Owen AUS

Ryan Arlblaster AUS

Jo Davidson NZL

Barbara Linton NZL

Cherry Smith AUS

Ross Bragg NZL

Dave Beattie NZL

Lesley Huckins NZL

Les Huckins NZL

Alan Hale NZL

Julie Fonua TGA

APOLOGIES

Bill Matson FINA Vice President

Mary Weihi-Harris Marshall Islands Swimming Federation President

Sarenah Pini PNG

John West NZL

2. OPENING OF THE CONGRESS

The President as Chairman of the meeting opened the Congress and welcomed all delegates and observers. The President offered apologies as indicated above and in particular the apology of Mr Bill Matson FINA Vice President. The President recognised the other FINA Committe members that were in attendance at the meeting.

3. REGISTER OF DELEGATES
The Register of Delegates was confirmed by the Honorary Secretary. All Federations who had earlier indicated they would attend the Congress were either present at the meeting or represented by Proxy.

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS CONGRESS
The Minutes of the Regular Congress held in Rome Italy on 23 July 2009 were received. The President asked for a motion to accept the minutes as a true record. SAM moved and NZL seconded the motion that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the Rome meeting. The motion was put and the Delegates carried the motion unanimously.
5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The President tabled his report as follows:

Welcome to the 20th Congress of the Oceania Swimming Association. I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the Samoa Swimming Federation, the Government of Samoa and all sponsors and supporters of the 8th Oceania Swimming Championships, which come to a close this evening. We have seen some excellent performances from our athletes in swimming, open water swimming and synchronised swimming, and I wish to congratulate all who have contributed to the success of these Championships. In particular, I would like to thank Kerrie Punivalu for being a tower of strength in making the event so successful.

Over the past year, Oceania’s aquatic athletes have been active in competitions at national, regional and international levels in all FINA disciplines. Congratulations to all involved and best wishes to those athletes who will be representing their countries at upcoming FINA and international events, including the 1st Youth Olympic Games in Singapore in August, the Commonwealth Games in New Delhi in October and the FINA World Short Course Championships in Dubai in December.

On the development front, I am pleased to report that a number of FINA supported development clinics have been held in the past year, including clinics this past week. These clinics covered both the training of Technical Officials and also Coaching Clinics for the up and coming coaches in the region. I am also pleased to note the receipt of a US$10,000.00 development grant from FINA and I look forward to suggestions on how best we can utilise these funds for the betterment of our sport in the region.

Development in general, and strengthening all FINA disciplines in our region in particular, present ongoing challenges for the majority of our federations and I look forward to the participation of all our 
members in the FINA World Aquatics Convention in Uruguay in September this year. Many topics of critical importance for the future of FINA activities in a range of areas will be discussed at the Convention and I urge members if they have not already 
done so, to register for the Convention and to contact the FINA Office if assistance is required for travel arrangements.

We are pleased to welcome Tonga as a new member to our Association and look forward to their active participation in our activities going forward. 

I would like to thank FINA, Olympic Solidarity, Swimming Australia, the Australian Sports Commission, and the Australian Olympic Committee for their financial contributions towards the TV broadcast of these Championships.

Finally I wish to express my appreciation to the members of the OSA Executive – Vice President Bill Matson, Hon. Secretary Neil Martin, Hon. Treasurer Liz Wells, Murray Coulter and Bill Sakovich for their ongoing work in making our Association an effective organization.

The President tabled his report and asked for a motion that it be accepted. FIJ moved and SAM seconded the motion of acceptance of the President’s report. The motion was put and the Delegates carried the motion unanimously.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

Copies of the Financial Report had been circulated to all delegates at the meeting. The Honorary Treasurer explained the Report in detail to the Delegates. The President asked for approval from the Delegates for the Financial Report. AUS seconded the motion. The motion was put and the Delegates approved the Financial Report unanimously.

7. PROPOSALS FROM AFFILIATED FEDERATIONS

The Honorary Secretary indicated there had been three proposals received from affiliated Federations in accordance with the due date allowed by the OSA Constitution. The motions were as detailed on the Agenda Papers for the meeting that had been distributed to Delegates in advance of the Congress. Motions 1 and 2 were from Palau. The Palau Delegate presented the motions to the meeting. The President asked for Mr Don Blew (Vice Chair of the FINA Technical Committee) to comment on the motions. Mr Blew indicated FINA had addressed the issues contained in Motion 1 and further information would be available from FINA on this in the near future.  In relation to Motion 2 ie the “virtual meet” Motion, the Delegates approved the Motion that the OSA Executive should investigate such a concept and report back to the Federations accordingly. The President thanks the Palau delegate for presenting Motions 1 and 2. Motion 3 was then discussed ie advice to the Pacific Games Council from OSA re numbers of swimmers progressing to the finals at the Pacific Games. 

The President explained the Motion to the Delegates and the Delegates approved the Motion unanimously.
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS FOR WHICH DUE NOTICE HAD BEEN GIVEN

The Honorary Secretary indicated there was no other business for which due notice had been given. The AUS Delegate asked to comment on a matter without notice ie that in relation to the programme at the Oceania Swimming Championships, more time be allowed between the distance events on Open Water and the 1500 metre for Men in particular. The AUS Delegate requested that the OSA Executive consider making a change in the programme. The President responded that he proposed the formation of a Subcommittee to look into Programme issues. He indicated Bill Sakovich and Lesley Huckins had indicated their willingness to serve on this committee. The AUS Delegate Dave Urquhart indicated he would also be prepared to serve on the Committee. The President indicated he and the OSA Executive would look forward to the recommendations coming back from this Committee.

The President then indicated he had several other items of General Business. Firstly the President indicated 1 bid had been received to hold the 2012 Oceania Swimming Championships. The bid was from the City of Noumea in New Caledonia. The New Caledonia Delegate made a short presentation on the bid. The Delegates approved the bid unanimously and the President indicated he looked forward very much to the 2012 Championships in Noumea. The President then advised the member Federations that the OSA Executive would be investigating a change of logo for the OSA and that a formal process would be conducted to get the views of member federations on the logo. Finally the President indicated that the OSA Executive would like to nominate Mr Don Blew for the position of Honorary Life Member of the Oceania Swimming Association. The President indicated Mr Blew had served the OSA tirelessly since its formation in 1991, particularly in relation to the conduct of many Clinics throughout the Oceania Region. NZL seconded the Motion and the Motion was carried by acclamation of the Delegates.
9. DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT CONGRESS

The President indicated that the next Congress would be held in Noumea on the occasion of the next Oceania Swimming Championships. The exact date and venue for the next Congress would be advised closer to the date of the Congress.

10. CLOSING OF THE CONGRESS

The President indicated that, as there was no other business to conduct, the Apia Samoa Congress of the OSA was officially closed at 1355 hours. All Delegates were then invited to attend a lunch.

NEIL MARTIN

HONORARY SECRETARY 

30 June 2010
AFFILIATED FEDERATIONS

American Samoa (ASA) - Australia (AUS) - Cook Islands (COK) - Fiji (FIJ) - Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) - 
Guam (GUM) - Marshall Islands (MIL) - Northern Mariana Islands (NMA) - New Zealand (NZL) - Palau (PAL) - 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) - Samoa (SAM) - Tahiti (TAH)


