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 “my unfinished memoirs” 

Spinifex Footy 

< The Purple Patch > 

“When the moon is in the seventh house, and Jupiter aligns with Mars,  

Then Peace will guide the planets, and love will steer the stars; 

This is ****” [The 5th Dimension 1969] 

 

1976 – The Zenith of 70’s Football in Newman 

The “inaugural” Fortescue Festival: 

Newman was overdue for some cultural balance to our Footy Culture & BBQ lifestyle. 

 
Ziggy Slepeki & BK – the “Cream Machine” in serious mode 

but what was I thinking wearing a Collingwood T-shirt? 

The “Inaugural” Fortescue Festival was on the Sunday after the ‘76 grand final. Waking up 

from a night of celebrations we joined the kids in watching the floats parade around the 

back streets of town – this was “mardi gras” for Newman. All previous promises to be team 

members as part of the “fair-go” teams were forgotten in the blur of the footy grand final. 

For some reason a few of the Centrals boys were still celebrating in the glow around at our 

house in Pond Street on the Sunday morning. Until  - Ziggy Slepeki came around in a cranky 

mood accusing Ian Cullen & BK of letting down the “Cream Machine” – we hadn’t shown up 

at the Capricorn Oval for the start of the “Fair Go” Competition -“all you care about is 

bloody footy & stuff my cream machine!” We quickly “repaired” to the Capricorn to help 

Ziggy (a Rugby League fan).  
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Cultural Balance to “Footy” Culture: 

 Wendy Evans was the mastermind of the Fortescue Festival extravangasa. It was based on 

the well established “FeNaCal” Festival of our mining town cousins – Tom Price. Newman 

couldn’t be left behind! It was Wendy and the determination of her organising committee 

(Frank Coppinger, Sandy Edgar, & Ray Williams) that brought a cultural festival to Newman 

for the first time. The centre piece of the festival was the “Fair Go” competition based on a 

contemporary TV show. It was a a lot of fun and a relief from the seriousness of footy. 

“Fair Go” teams included; 

 Transport Terriers – Transport & Township 

 Kellys Gang – Private Business 

 Black Knights –LIA and Contractors 

 Warewolves - Warehouse 

 Cream Machine - Admin 

 Flying Fleas - Crusher 

 Hills Angels - production 

 Injun Erring - Engineering 

 Orange Pips – teachers 

While the footy competition was a major part of the social fabric of Newman it was just part 

of the sporting matrix  which dominated our “BBQ lifestyle”. With such a young healthy 

enthuasiastic demographic combined with relative wealth and a very mixed community we 

had every sport you could imagine: This included (for kids, men & women): a variety of team 

sports to golf, speedway, BMX, gun clubs, gliding, horse racing etc etc. 

Footy however dominated this social fabric but with increasing seriousness and polarisation 

into “clans”. Even the other team sports had representations and names from each of the 

footy clubs. 

Newman certainly need some cultural balance to this “footy” culture & “BBQ lifestyle”. 

Wendy Evans & Colin came from Wales as Geologists for MNM. With the economic 

downturn in about ’72, all departments except production were rationalised. Col moved to 

ore grading and Wendy to ? – she had a theatrical background and too much enthusiasm to 

just sit at home! “if I remember correctly”, Wendy started a coffee shop in the old shop 

courtyard (this was very “avant garde” in the 70’s). She also developed a theatrical group at 

the Newman Club which had regular cabaret / vaudville type performances. These and in 

particular the big productions became the heart of Newmans social scene. I think Col & 

Wendy were also involved in starting the Gliding Club based out at the old homestead 

airstrip (the airstrip was one of the fairways in the original Golf Course). 

More Culture: 

Others to make a significant contribution to the cultural flavour were the the 70’s Dancing 

Schools of Pam Noonan and later Donna Mathews. You always knew it was nearing 

Christmas and the holidays when the Dance School performance was on. This was presented 

to a captive audience of families together with Nana & Pop “up from Perth”. Somewhere in 

the old photo albums are the young kids performing “happy toothbrushes” and “I’m a hitta-

potamus”. 
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On reflection, I don’t think we appreciated or rewarded them enough; Wendy, “miss Pam” 

or “miss Donna” and others, for their cultural contribution to a wonderful life in a small 

dusty town in the isolated Pilbara of the 70’s. 

The Chronicles; 

Somewhere in the photos: Roy Litherland (S) (hand shading eyes), Is that Greg Williams (T) 

watching the stumble in the water run? 

  



Spinifex Footy – Newman 70’s Dreamtime  The Purple patch – “Inaugural” Fortescue Festival 

Somewhere in the photos: 

 

Kevin Bralich (P) watching the box stacking. Peter Gates (C) leading the Chariott race 

(thought he had a busted foot?). Robert Wales (T) ready to stack the “ring o rises” – (foam 

inserts from the haulpak tyres). Terry Gibbs & Merv Welsh (T) on “walk the plank”. Bill 

Burnell (T) with refreshment watching Terry Gibbs (T) “walking the plank” leading Ziggy 

Slepecki’s team well behind. 
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