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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: AFL Victoria Affiliated Leagues, Umpiring Associations  

From: Gerard Ryan  Date: 22/02/2016 

Cc: Will McGregor, Brett Connell, Jim Cail, Mick Daniher, Neville Nash, Russell O’Toole, Rod 
Threlfall, Steve Teakel 

Re: 2016 Alterations to the Laws of Australian Football 

 

In 2016 there have been no new rules introduced within the Laws of Australian Football; however there have 

been some alterations to wording of these.  

 

This memo aims to outline in brief form the alterations which have occurred within the Laws for your 

communication as you see fit. 

 

 

 

Law 1.1 

The following definitions have been added to the Laws of Australian Football;  

 Active Bleeding – Has the meaning described in Law 22.1 

 

 Club – An entity fielding a team in an Australian Football competition conducted by the Controlling 

 Body.  

 
 Member Protection Policy or MPP – means the policy endorsed by the AFL Executive, that 
 provides governance to affiliates of the AFL, including Affiliated State & Territory Bodies to 
 promote ethical and informed decision-making and responsible behaviours within Australian 
 Football. 
  
 Protective Equipment – has the meaning described in Law 9.1.  
 
 Within the Immediate Proximity of the Arena – any area within 500 metres of an Arena 
 where a Match is conducted.  
  
 
Law 3.5.1 
The addition of maximum heights for goal and behind posts.  
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Law 11.2.1 
  An alteration to the number of times the timekeeper is required to sound the siren as an indicator 
to interchange players to leave the playing surface prior to the start of the match from three to two. 
 

 
 
Law 15.2.3 
A reordering of the previous Law and replacing ‘kick or handball’ with ‘Correctly Dispose of’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Law 15.4.1 
Alteration of the wording for clarification. 

 
 
Law 15.8  
Removal of the previous final clause ‘… which may affect whether a goal or behind is scored.’ 
 

 
 
Law 16.1  
Capitalisation of the final two words ‘…as “The Mark”.’ 
 
Please note that during the NAB Challenge series 16.1.2 Protected Area is going through review of 
whether the distance of the Protected Area is altered to 8 metres or 10 metres. This change will be 
communicated once it is known. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Law 16.5.1 (b) 
An alteration to the wording of the law. 
 

 
 
Law 18.1 
A wording alteration with the removal of gender specific terms. 
 

 
 
Law 19.1 
The removal of the previous Law 19.1.2: ‘Within the Immediate Proximity of the Arena’. This clause 
has been moved into the definitions, 1.1.  
 
 


