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to hurt me,” he says. “To me, fielding
is one of the most important things a
pitcher has to do to win.”

Maddux’ equal in the National
League likely is Atlanta lefthander
Tom Glavine: (And isn't it more than
a coincidence that perhaps the
league’s two best pitchers are also the
two best-fielding pitchers?) Glavine
also takes his defense very seriously.
“To me, fielding is part of my job,
along with hitting and making good
pitches,” he says. “If a pitcher can do
all those things, it can be the differ-
ence between winning or losing.

“When the ball leaves the pitch-
er’s hand, the pitcher immediately
becomes a fifth infielder. More than
anything, you have to keep your
head in the game and be aware of
the situations, so you know what
you should do.”

Having a good fielding pitching
staff likely means that a manager
has a thinking pitching staff. “The
thing is that when your pitcher
knows what he wants to do,” says
Pirates’ manager Jim Leyland, who
has solid fielding pitchers in Doug
Drabek, Zane Smith, and Bog
Walk, “he can take charge out there
in crucial situations. We've always
tried to build a defensive mindset
with our club, and that definitely
includes the pitchers.”

Pitchers displaying some sort of
prowess with a glove is not a new
phenomenon. No pitcher over the
last 25 years has been more revered
for his fielding than Jim Kaat, the
winner of 16 Gold Gloves.

“A pitcher doesn’t necessarily
have to have the fielding skills of an
infielder or an outfielder,” says Kaat,
who today works the broadcasts of
Minnesota Twins games as well as
with CBS Sports. “Instead, it’s more
of an anticipatory kind of thing. Most
of the plays are reflex plays. But if a
pitcher thinks ahead, if he looks at
the situation and thinks where he
should go with the ball should he
field it, or how a batter might hit a
ball, he can really help himself.

“When I was growing up,” Kaat
recalls, “my favorite player was

COVER CHARGES

The areas of the field a pitcher mustcover

© BACK UP HOME PLATE. Single to right field, man on 2B, or men on 2B and 3B.
9BRFAKTOWARDTH]RD-BASELINE.Bunlphywhhmnnmonlﬂandll.?iuha
ciﬂlunukuhphymuﬂsfotﬂ:ethhdbmhmhhphy.e GO HALFWAY
BETWEEN THIRD AND HOME AND THEN/BACK UP THE BASE TO WHICH THE
BALL IS THROWN. Double, possible triple, to left-center, man on 1B, men on 1B and
2B, or bases loaded. Single to center, uién on 1B and 2B or bases loaded. Single to right
‘with men on 1B and 2B or bases loaded. Double, possible triple, to right-center, man on

1B, men on 1B or 2B, or bases Jdaded. Double, possible triple, down right-field

line, man on 1B. © BACKUPTHIRD BASE. Single
‘with bases empty, man on 2B or 3B,
1B.

Double, possible triple,
or men on 2B and 3]
right with man on
possible triple,

Bobby Shantz [of
the Philadelphia Ath-
letics], and he was con-
sidered one of the greatest
fielding pitchers of his era.
Now, in those days there was
very little television, so I would try
to get magazines or newsgapers that
would have pictures of Shantz and
m?y how he followed through in his
delivery and came down in perfect
position to field. Then I'd practice for
hours by throwing a rubber ball
against my garage and fielding the
caroms. It was something that I car-
ried into my baseball career.”

In his capacity as a broadcaster,
Kaat sees a lot of both leagues, and
believes there are several modern
pitchers who field their positions
as well as anyone from any era.

“Maddux and Glavine are the
two best in the National League,”
Kaat says, “or at least they were
until Bret Saberhagen was traded to
the Mets. Real close is a guy like the
Giants’ Billy Swift. And for a long

to left, man on 1B.

Single to

*

time the best
fielder in the
National League

might have been Fer-
nando Valenzuela.

“In the American League
right now, the two best are
probably Mike Boddicker [an
infielder at college] and Mark
Langston. Both have excellent
reflexes and instincts. Toronto’s
David Wells is pretty good as well.

“But maybe the best for a while
was Allan Anderson, who's not in
the majors this year. When he was
with the Twins for those years he
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fEEN MOUND AND SECOND/
O MOVE TO A POSI-

E” Bunt play, runners on

LY'BACK UP HOME PLATE.

ft, man on 2B, men on 1B and

loaded. Single to left between

and third, man on 2B or men on 2B

ind 3B. Single to left, man on 2B, hitter is

tying run (in case fielder throws home).

Double, possible triple, down left-field

line, man on 1B. e to center, man on

2B, or men on 2B and 3B. Fly ball to right

or center, runners on 1B and 3B, or bases

loaded. ® COVER HOME PLATE. Foul fly

hit behind plate, runners on 1B and 3B,

less than two out. Wild pitch or passed

ball, runner on 3B, runners on 1B and 3B,

or bases loaded. (With a runner on 1B and

a bunt in order, the pitcher breaks toward
the plate, but does not cover it).





